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Govt mulls setting up of air
pollution research institute

Press Trust of India

# letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Environment minis-
try is considering creation of an
air pollution research institute
to study the impact of pollution
and guide the government in
better handling of the menace.

“We need to do spme research
on air pollution as we do in other

fields. So, we have thought of -

creating a new air pollution
research institute...It will pro-
vide added information to the
people and to the government,
which will help us in better gov-
ernance,” environment minister
Prakash Javadekar said.

The minister was speak-
ing at a two-day conference of
Pollution Control'Boards and
Pollution Control Committees
of all states participated by
their Chairmen and Member
Secretaries.

The minister stressed upon
the need to organise similar con-
ferences on a regular basis for
active participation of states in
capacity building.

“We want to hear suggestions
from states. So, we will do sep-
arate conferences on air pollu-
tion, environment and forests.
There will be two workshops ina
year at the central level and one
at a general level as an effort to
build capacity:.

Meanwhile, the minister
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termed “misleading” the .lat-
est WHO report on pollution,
which listed over 30 Indian cities
among hundred most polluted

obally.
glJavadelv(ar said the WHO

report had not factored in vari-
ous key pollutants such as sul-
phur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide
and benzene while analysing the
air quality and wondered why
western countries focus more on
India and some other countries
and not themselves.

The WHO report, based on
2012-13 data, was prepared tak-
ing into consideration particu-
late matter PM 10and PM 2.5 and
listed Delhi as the 11th most pol-
luted city in the world.

Javadekar said to categorise
the cities as polluted based on
only PM 2.5 was misleading
as there are eight other major
pollutants which have adverse
impact on health.
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