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Blueprint fdr new regime is ready and draft UGC (Grant of Graded Autonomy

to Institutions of Higher Education) Regulations 2017 is crucial

Top-ranking

jonstobe

Exempt from UC s Review

. the UGC’s expert committee every

Anubhuti.Vishnoi@timesgroup.com 5-7years.
New Delhi: The performance of TIER IV: Any institutions which has
educational institutions, measured neitherscoredaGrade Ainthe AAA
on quality parameters, will hence- ".accreditation nor is among the top
forth determine the extent of auton- 150 in the NIRF ranking.
omyand thelevel of regulatory scru- Level of Autonomy- These institu-
tiny they will face. The government tions will be reviewed and visited by
has also decided that top-ranking a UGC Expert Committee as per
institutions will be exempt from the UGC Regulations. These reviews
UGC’sreview mechanism. will aim at identifying constraints

The blueprint for this new regime and lacunae hampering the institu-
is ready and the draft University tion. A peer team will ‘mentor’ and
Grants Commission (Grant of handhold such institutions and sug-
Graded Autonomy to Institutions of gest best practices to improve in the
Higher Education) Regulations 2017 required areas.
iscrucial for this. : .

Thenew regulations (tobe brought THE FINE PRINT
in through Section 26 of the UGC If any of the tier-1 and tier-II insti-
Act, 1956) show the clear stamp of ‘ tutions fail to get the required rank-
the Prime Minister’s Office which  an institution must conformtotwo of the followingcriteria—itneeds ingforthesecond consecutiveyear,it
haspitched verystronglyforinstitu- criteria — it needs a score of A+/ toscore A+/A++ in theaccredita-- will automatically slide down toa
tionalautonomy despitesomeresist- A++intheaccreditationcarriedout tion carried out by AAA (scoreof lower level of autonomy and open
ance from the Human Resource by AAA(scoregreaterthan3.50na4 greater than 3.50on a4 point scale) itself togreater UGCscrutiny.
Development (HRD) ministry They point scale) and also be ranked OR beranked amongthe top-75in-  The autonomy of institutions
alsofollow the budgetary announce- among the top-75 institutions inthe stitutions inthe NIRFrankingsfor granted under various categories
ment this year to restructure the NIRF rankings forthat year. that year. will be protected and override all
rigid UGC-led regulatory frame- Level of Autonomy- Having at- Levelofautonomy- Wlthahlghlevel other UGC regulations that may
work for higher education —arec- tained the desired level of institu- of institutional excellence having come into conflict with it.
ommendation made by almost all  tionalexcellence, theseinstitutions beenachieved, theseinstitutionswill ~ Every institution which gets au-
higher education committees. will be free from UGCreviewmech- nothavetogototheUGCtostartmew tonomy must take it upon itself to

To be applicable to all universities anismcompletely. Thesetopcatego- departmentsandcourses,setupnew ensure basic minimum require-
established under a Central Act,a ry institutions will be free to start ~ campuses, fixfeesforprogrammmes ments such as infrastructure, facul-
Provincial or State Act as wellas new courses and departments, en- orundertake curricularreform. ty and other facilities prescribed by
Deemed to be Umversxty and allau- ter into academlc collaboratlons UGC. They will also be expected to

i : ational institu- TIER lIl Instltutlons whlch have e1-v strictly follow UGC regulatlons on

tatlon (score” 35 on " int sca e) Tncaseof complamtof nonmmph
The framework for ‘Graded novations in tune with the global or which ranks among the top 150  ance of any UGC regulations by the
Autonomy’ will hinge onthe scoreof ~ best practices. They can also start institutionsinthe NIRFrankingsfor institutions accorded greater au-
an institution given by the Academic  their own new campuses and cen- theyear, will fall in this category. tonomy, the UGC will have the right
and Administrative Audit(AAA)peer tresaspertheirown Actandregula- Level of autonomy- With amoder- to inspect them after passing a
team and the National Institutional tionsgoverningthemandalsohave atelevel of excellence, these institu-  speaking order. (A speaking order is
Ranking Framework (NIRF). the freedom to fix fees for any pro- tions will not need to approach the an order that speaks for itself. That
: gramme on their own. UGC for starting new courses and is, the order should contain all the
ET GETS THE DETAILS: TIER II: For eligibility to this cate- undertaking curricular reforms. details of the issue, clear findings
TIERL: Foreligibility tothiscategory, —gory, an institution must haveone They will, however, be reviewedby andareasoned order). '
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