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‘Budget 2019: Education sector gets

,894 crore, research gets leg up

POLICY A National Research Foundation to fund and promote research is also on the cards to promote scholarship

Prashant K Nanda ministries independentofeach  funds from all government
w prashant.n@htlive.com other,” thefinanceministersaid  departments will help fund and

in her Budget 2019 speech. promoteresearchin the country.
NEWDELHI: The union budget Fri- “NRF will ensure that the TheFMalsotalkedaboutbring-
day allocated 394,853.64 crore for overall research eco-system in  ing in legislation for setting up
education sector in 2019-20, an the countryisstrengthenedwith  the Higher Education Commis-
increase of nearly 10,000 crore focus onidentified thrustareas = sion ofIndia and that’sastepin

of what 2018-19 budget estimates
had pegged for the sector.

‘Whilein2018budget estimate -

relevant to our national priori-
ties and towards basic science

therightdirection,” said Yajulu
Medury, Director, Mahindra

i withoutduplicationofeffortand  Ecole Centrale, a higher educa-
had pegged 385,010 crore, the expenditure. Wewouldworkout  tioninstitution promoted by the .
revised budget had curtailed this averyprogressiveandresearch Mahindra Group. ’
number to ¥83,625.86 crore, the oriented structurefor NRF. The In the higher education sec-
budget documents showed Fri- i funds available with all Minis-  tor, thebudget 2019 hasreduced
day. - - £ tries will be integrated in NRF.  allocationtoboththe education
Of the total 394,853. 64 crore  * Total allocation for research has increased FILEHT  This would be adequately sup- regulators - the University

education budget, 356, 536.63
crore has been pegged for the
school sectorandrest¥38,317.01
crore has been allocated to the
_ highereducation.

Intheschool sector the bulk of
theallocation (336,322 crore) will
.-be allotted to Samagra Shikha
Abhiyan, a new scheme that
amalgamates several school
schemes including the Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan. The mid-day
meal program has been allocated
311,000 croreor 3500 crore more
than.what 2018-19 budget esti-
‘mates had pegged.

While teachers training has
beenaconstanthype and debate

pointamongacademics, the bud-
getallocates the teachers train«
ingand adulteducation only 3125
crore, a significant climb down
from %871 crore allocated in
2018-19 budget estimate.
‘Inthehigher education space,
the interest subsidy and contri-

. bution to education guarantee

fund has been cut from 2,150
crorein2018-19t031,900 crore in
2019-20. Similarly, the much
hyped PM fellowship scheme
fund has been reduced from 375
crore in 2018-19 to 350 crore this
fiscal.

However, the total allocation

forresearchandinnovation has
been bumped up from 350 crore
lastfiscal to %609 crore in the cur-
rentfiscal. In fact, finance minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman on Fri-
day proposed to establish a
National Research Foundation
tofund and promoteresearch, a
proposal was first proposed in
the draft new education policy
already in public domain.

“We propose to establish a
National Research Foundation
(NRF) to fund, coordinate and
promoteresearch in the country.
NRF will assimilate the research
grants being given by various

plemented with additional
funds,” she added.

The draft new education pol-
icy prepared by a team of nine
expertsheaded by space scientist
K. Kasturirangan and made pub-
licon31May hassaid, “Wehave
addressed thiscriticallacunain
this Policy by introducing, for
the very first time a new
National Research Foundation
(NRF) that willfocus on funding
research within the education
system, primarily at collegesand
universities.”

“The focus on research and
innovationand the setting up of
a NRF with access to research

Grants Commission and the All
India Council for Technical Edu-
cation. However, the allocation
to central universities in total
has been increased by nearly
3400 crore to 36,843 crore. The
IITs has been allocated 36,410
crore this year as against 36,326
crore budget allocation in
2018-19.

The Indian Institute of Man-
agement; which has been given
autonomy last fiscal, saw a sig-
nificant drop in fund flow. The
Budget 2019-20 has pegged 3445.5
crore forall the IIMs,much lower
thanthe 31,036 croreallocated in
2018-19 budget estimate.
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